All species are redescribed and provided with images and male genitalia drawings. A key to the species is given. Hypocaccus (Nessus) controversus is newly reported from Cyprus, and Hypocaccus (Nessus) rufi pes is newly reported from Turkey.
Introduction
Several years ago one of us (G.S.) collected numerous specimens of a species of Hypocaccus (Nessus) in burrows of European Ground Squirrel (Spermophilus citellus (Linnaeus, 1776)) in Hungary, which could not be attributed to the externally similar and rather common Central and East European species Hypocaccus (Nessus) rufi pes (Kugelann, 1792) . The collected specimens differed in subtle but visible external morphological characters as well as in male genitalia. Upon showing the specimens to the senior author we decided to examine all type specimens of all species as well as their synonymies classifi ed currently in the subgenus Nessus Reichard, 1932 of the genus Hypocaccus C. Thomson, 1867 from Central Europe. According to the latest catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera (LACKNER et al. 2015) , there are only two species of the subgenus Nessus of the genus Hypocaccus present in Central Europe: H. (N.) rubripes (Erichson, 1834) and H. (N.) rufi pes (Kugelann, 1792 ). We also include here H. (N.) controversus (G. Müller, 1937) . LACKNER et al. (2015) overlooked that this species, mainly distributed in the Mediterranean area (reported from Greece, Montenegro, Spain, Morocco, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey -LACKNER et al. 2015) , was actually described from Băile Herculane in Romania and thus its occurrence is possible in southernmost Hungary. One remaining mystery was a Hypocaccus species described from 'Hungary' by Rosenhauer in 1847 as 'Saprinus curtus'. Because this taxon was synonymized with 7(8) Dorsum with faint bluish to greenish metallic tinge (Fig. 40) ; frons with very dense punctation oft en intermingled with tiny rugae; aedeagus sub-parallel, overall thinner, bluntly pointed apically (Fig. 53) (Rosenhauer, 1847 ) 8(7) Dorsum light to dark brown, without metallic tinge (Fig. 45) ; frons without tiny rugae, punctation of frons less dense; aedeagus shorter and stouter, acutely pointed apically (Fig. 62) Diagnostic description of the neotype. Rather smallsized, roundly oval, light to dark brown saprinine histerid with complete frontal stria and densely punctate frons. Pronotal hypomeron asetose; pronotal disc (except for fi nely punctate median part) densely punctate. Elytral striae 1-4 thin, usually reaching ¾ of elytral length apically; 1 st elytral stria shorter than the rest; 4 th stria connected with almost complete sutural elytral stria. Apical elytral stria lacking. Elytral punctation usually confi ned to apical third. Both sets of prosternal striae connected apically; prosternal foveae present. Protibia with 8-10 tiny denticles diminishing in size proximally. Redescription. PEL: 1.75-2.50 mm; APW: 0.75-0.90 mm; PPW: 1.40-1.60 mm; EW: 1.50-2.00 mm; EL: 1.20-1.50 mm. Body (Figs 1-2) roundly oval, cuticle light-brown with slight (metallic) tinge; pronotum slightly darker than elytra; legs, mouthparts and antenna amber to reddish.
Head: frontal stria well-developed, outwardly arcuate; supraorbital stria vague, occasionally lacking; occipital stria very weak. Anterior angles of frons acute, protruding. Eyes fl attened, but visible from dorsal view. Frontal disc even, rather densely punctate; punctures rather deep, separated from each-other by 0.5-1.5 times their own diameter, interspaces with fi ne alutaceous microsculpture; clypeus with coarser and denser punctation, punctures separated by less than half their diameter; anterior margin of clypeus elevated. Antennal scape slightly thickened, dorsally with several long setae; club rounded, slightly pointed apically; basal third asetose, apical 2/3 with short sensilla intermingled with sparse erect setae. Sensory structures of antennal club not examined. Labrum medially convex, punctate; labral pits present, each with two short labral setae. Subapical tooth of left mandible almost rectangular. Terminal labial as well as maxillary palpomere elongate, approximately 2.0-2.5 times as long as wide.
Pronotum: lateral sides slightly narrowing apically; disc with sparse and fi ne punctation, punctures separated by several times their diameter; laterally punctures become coarser and denser; marginal pronotal stria slightly carinate, visible along its entire length from dorsal view. Along pronotal base present double row of irregularly-sized punctures. Scutellum very small, triangular; pronotal hypomeron asetose.
Elytra: marginal epipleural stria fi ne, complete; marginal elytral stria complete, slightly carinate; apical elytral stria absent; elytral epipleuron with sparse microscopic punctures. Humeral elytral stria fi ne, impressed on basal elytral third; internal subhumeral stria fi ne, present medially, well-developed. Elytra with dorsal elytral striae 1-4 well-developed, all striae surpass ⅔ of elytral length apically, often reaching as far as ¾ of elytral length; fi rst stria slightly shorter than the rest. Fourth dorsal elytral stria basally connected to complete sutural elytral stria; all striae in faint punctures; occasionally short vestigial stria present on fourth elytral interval medially. Punctation of elytral disc rather variable, punctures usually confi ned to basal elytral fi fth, only occasionally entering elytral intervals 1-3, on fourth elytral interval (between fourth dorsal elytral stria and sutural elytral stria) punctures almost reach elytral half basally (but in many cases confi ned to apical elytral third); punctures separated approximately by 0.5-1.5 times their diameter, irregular in size; elytral fl anks impunctate; extreme elytral apex impunctate. Occasionally sparse microscopic punctures present on entire elytral disc.
Propygidium and pygidium: propygidium with several rows of very dense punctures, separated by less than their own diameter; pygidium covered with regular round punctures separated by approximately their own diameter.
Prosternum: prosternal process anteriorly with traces of marginal prosternal stria; fl anks of prosternal process densely punctate; carinal prosternal striae slightly divergent on prosternal apophysis, next subparallel to slightly approximate, united anteriorly just before carinate anteriorly united lateral prosternal striae. Next to carinal prosternal striae a line of punctures present mesally; prosternal foveae present, distinct.
Mesoventrite: lateral mesoventral stria present, complete, inwardly arcuate anteriorly, next to it line of punctures present mesally; mesoventral disc with very sparse and fi ne punctures; disc approximately three times as broad as long; meso-metaventral suture indistinct, meso-metaventral sutural stria in form of a chain of punctures.
Figs 3-11. Male genitalia of Hypocaccus (Nessus) rufi pes (Kugelann, 1792). 3 -VIII sternite and tergite, ventral view; 4 -ditto, dorsal view; 5 -ditto, lateral view; 6 -IX and X tergites, dorsal view; 7 -ditto, lateral view; 8 -IX sternite (spiculum gastrale), ventral view; 9 -ditto, lateral view; 10 -aedeagus, dorsal view; 11 -ditto, lateral view. Metaventrite: disc of metaventrite, except for several rows of irregularly-sized punctures along its base entirely smooth; lateral metaventral stria fi ne, complete, almost reaching metacoxa. Lateral disc of metaventrite with large deep punctures separated by one to several times their diameter; metepisternum with similar, even denser punctation.
Legs: protibia: outer margin of protibia with 8-10 denticles diminishing in size proximally; protarsal groove shallow; protibial spur tiny, growing out of near tarsal insertion; setae of outer row sparse, regular, rather long. Outer part of posterior surface of protibia rugulose-lacunose, separated from glabrous median part by distinct ridge bearing several denticles basally; apex of protibia with two tiny apical denticles; posterior protibial stria complete; setae of inner row regular, strongly sclerotized. Mesotibia: outer margin of mesotibia with row of gradually enlarging denticles distally; anterior face of mesotibia with another row of 4-5 widely spaced minuscule denticles. Metatibia: slightly longer and more slender than mesotibia; outer margin with single tiny denticle on basal fi fth, longer single denticle present approximately in metatibial mid-length, another three much longer denticles present on apical metatibial fi fth. Each meso-and metararsomere with single, rather long seta; ultimate meso-and metatarsomere as long as two preceding combined; meso-and metatarsal claws shorter than half of the ultimate meso-and metatarsomere, respectively.
Male genitalia: Sternite VIII (Figs 3-4) slightly narrowing apically, sub-rectangular, apex with brush of short setae. Tergite X (Fig. 6 ) rather small; tergite IX ( Fig. 6 ) medially with faint lines depicting suture; spiculum gastrale strongly dilated on both ends (Fig. 3) ; 'head' with inwardly curved 'horns'. Aedeagus (Figs 10-11) slender overall, apex acute. Variation. As a widely-distributed species, Hypocaccus (Nessus) rufi pes expresses variations especially regarding dorsal as well as ventral punctation, carinal prosternal striae or colour of the dorsal cuticle. The cuticle can bear bronze to greenish metallic tinge, but is never distinctly dark-brown to black, as in the presumably closely related species H. (N.) hungaricus sp. nov. Occasionally, the fourth dorsal elytral stria can be only vaguely (or not at all) connected with the sutural one. Differential diagnosis. Most similar to the newly described species H. (N.) hungaricus sp. nov., differing from it mainly in the absence of tiny metaventral tubercles in males and lighter coloration of the dorsum. Further differences are found on male genitalia. For complete differential diagnosis see KRYZHANOVSKIJ & REICHARDT (1976) : 207. Distribution. According to LACKNER et al. (2015) , H. (N.) rufi pes is known from the following countries: Armenia, Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Estonia, France, Germany, Georgia, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Iran, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russia: Central European Territory, South European Territory, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, Uzbekistan and Ukraine. KRYZHANOVSKIJ & REICHARDT (1976) reported it also from southern Norway.
Absent from the Mediterranean. Newly recorded from Turkey. Biology. Found mostly on sandy soils in decomposing organic matter, on excrements, in dung, on carcass as well as decaying vegetables; often collected by pitfall trapping. Remarks. KUGELANN (1792: 304) described the species Hister rufi pes, which he provided with a very brief description: 'Nigro-aeneus, corpore subgloboso, pedibus rufus [Black-metallic, body almost rounded, legs reddish]'. This Latin description was supplemented with a short description in German, which was basically the translation from Latin, adding that he (Kugelann) Kugelann] to a specimen collected in Vienna and received from a certain 'Mr. Megerle from Mühlefeld'. ILLIGER (1807) then continues: 'Paykull's rufi pes should possess a complete sutural elytral stria as well as dorsal elytral striae almost reaching elytral apex, which does not correspond with our specimen [translated from German]'. Likewise, according to ILLIGER (1807: 43) Paykull does not mention the 'characteristic punctures before the scutellum'. It is unclear what punctures 'before scutellum' ILLIGER (1807) had in mind, since in the description of Hister rufi pes no punctures are mentioned. Based on the above mentioned it is obvious, that ILLIGER (1807) considered H. rufi pes Kugelann as a species distinct from that of Paykull and he gave the priority to Paykullʼs name, probably due to the fact that Kugelannʼs name was overlooked, thought it was older and thus had the priotity. Instead he described a new species H. conjugatus Illiger, 1807 and considered H. rufi pes Kugelann its synonym. However, Illiger based his observation on an additional specimen and subsequent authors considered H. conjugatus a synonym of Gnathoncus rotundatus (Kugelann, 1792) ; fi rst synonymized by ERICHSON (1834: 175) . ILLIGER (1807: 43) described Hister antiquulus from Austria as differing from Paykull's Hister rufi pes in its metallic colour (as opposed to Paykull's black) and presence of frontal stria (indicating that Paykull's rufi pes does not possess a frontal stria). ILLIGER (1807) stated: 'Einen kleinen aus Oesterreich erhaltenen Käfer würde ich für den Paykullischen rufi pes halten, wenn nicht seine Farbe mehr metallisch als schwarz, und seine Stirn gerandet wäre.' ILLIGER (1807) concluded the description of his new species (antiquulus) with: 'Kugelann's rufi pes belongs to this species, which I determine based on a specimen that I was given by him; previously I attributed this specimen to [Gnathoncus] rotundatus [translated from German original]'. This means that Illiger must have seen a specimen of 'Hister rufi pes Kugelann' and described his 'antiquulus' as belonging (being related to) to it. He (ILLIGER 1807) also believed that Paykull's 'rufi pes' is different in being more metallic and not having a frontal stria. We have located and examined Paykull's type specimen of 'rufi pes', and can conclude that it is only slightly metallic and does possess the frontal stria. PAYKULL's description (1798: 50) even states 'fronte integra' -most likely meaning that the frontal stria is complete. Either way, Illiger's syntype material of 'Hister antiquulus' completely morphologically corresponds to Hypocaccus (Nessus) rufi pes (Kugelann, 1792) . MARSEUL (1855: 732) , in the section 'species, which I have not seen' provided a short description of Saprinus antiquulus, comparing it to S. (S.) chalcites (Illiger, 1807), differing from it in 'smaller size, strong shine and reddish-brown body appendages'. MARSEUL'S (1855) short redescription of S.
antiquulus is meaningless and does not provide any further clues to differentiate the species. In his later work (MARSEUL 1862: 491) he provided a thorough redescription of Saprinus antiquulus, adding that 'this small species from Hungary, which I was given by Dr. Kraatz under the name S. antiquulus Illiger corresponds well overall with its description by that author, if it were not for its frontal punctation, which is really rugose. It is probably identical to my Saprinus longistrius, although its subhumeral stria is loose (disjointed) [ It is unclear whether it was the above-mentioned doubt 'it is probably identical to my longistrius' by MARSEUL (1862) that led some further author to synonymize the two species, and further synonymize them both with Hypocaccus (Nessus) rufi pes. The species was described based on unknown number of specimens and the lectotype designation is provided to fi x the species identity. Nonetheless, we hereby confi rm that the type specimen of Saprinus longistrius Marseul, 1862 is synonymous with Hypocaccus (Nessus) rufi pes (Kugelann, 1792) .
The record of this species from Spain (Andalusia) is based on a single female specimen, labelled: 'Andalusia / ex Reitter // A gracious offer! / by Reitter, originating / from the Schmidt's collection / identifi ed by himself as S. antiquulus' and is dubious, since YÉLAMOS (2002) Differential description. The new species (Fig. 14) is generally very similar to H. (N.) rufi pes, differing from it only slightly. Therefore we chose not to provide the new species with a full description, rather pointing out the most signifi cant characters that differentiate it from H. (N.) rufi pes. Body (Fig. 14) generally smaller (PEL: 1.40-2.00 mm; APW: 0.75-1.00 mm; PPW: 1.25-1.50 mm; EW: 1.45-1.80 mm; EL: 1.00-1.30 mm), more rectangular-oval (H. (N.) rufi pes is more round-oval); pronotum more parallel-sided, anterior angles distinctly obtuse; punctation of pronotal disc laterally very coarse and dense, punctures sometimes almost forming elongate rugae (in H. (N.) rufi pes punctation of pronotal disc likewise becomes denser laterally, but punctures never form elongate rugae); cuticle never metallic, rather dark-brown to almost black (in H. (N.) rufi pes cuticle is variable, but often shiny to slightly metallic, can be with bronze or even greenish hue); alutaceous microsculpture among frontal punctures more marked than in H. (N.) rufi pes. Males with two faint, but discernible small tubercles situated on basal third of metaventrite medially (Fig. 15) LACKNER (2010: 134-135 ) and the reader is referred to them there. For the sake of completeness, and the full list of synonymies examined, however, above we list the references of all original descriptions and the works, in which they were synonymised. Erichson, 1834 . SYNTYPES: 1  (Fig. 25) printed]' (MFNB); 1 , left protibia missing, left mesotarsus missing, left metatibia missing, glued onto a rectangular mounting card with the labels identical to those of the preceding syntype (MFNB). According to the MFNB staff, the lectotype designation of this species was not allowed, hence no lectotype was designated. Erichson, 1834 . SYNTYPE: 1  (Fig. 26) Budva, no further data, 1  (NMPC).
Type material examined. Saprinus rubripes

Saprinus granarius
MOROCCO: FAS-MEKNAS REGION:
Moyen Atlas, Aguelmame Azegza Lake, lake shore, 22. Diagnostic description. This taxon was redescribed and fi gured in detail by LACKNER (2010) and the reader is referred for the detailed redescription there. For the sake of better recognition we provide here only a short diagnostic description supplemented by a habitus image (Fig. 25 ) and genitalia drawings (Figs 33-39 ). Clypeus with elevated anterior margin, somewhat margined laterally, rugulose--lacunose; frontal stria well impressed, straight, carinate; continued as a well-impressed carinate supraorbital stria; frontal disc normally with irregular longitudinal rugae intermingled with sparse microscopic punctation; eyes fl at, inconspicuous from above. Pronotal disc laterally with coarse punctation, between it and pronotal margin present a smooth longitudinal band; medially punctation much fi ner and sparser. First dorsal elytral stria the longest, usually reaching approximately three-fourths of elytral length apically; second, third and fourth dorsal elytral striae about the same length, reaching approximately elytral half apically; fourth dorsal elytral stria basally connected with sutural elytral stria; sutural stria well impressed, in shallow punctures, shortened on its apical tenth. Elytral disc on apical half (except for elytral fl anks) with coarse and dense punctation, punctures separated by about their own diameter, anteriorly reaching about half of elytral length; basal half with only fi ne microscopic punctation; extreme apex of elytra with an impunctate band. Protibia (Fig. 31 ) fl attened and somewhat dilated, outer margin with four low teeth topped with short denticle followed by three minuscule denticles. Male genitalia. Sternite VIII (Figs 33-34 ) longitudinally separated medially, apically with tiny infl atable membrane (velum); fringed with single short seta; tergite VIII and sternite VIII not fused laterally (Fig. 35) . Morphology of tergite IX (Figs 38-39 ) typical for the subfamily; spiculum gastrale ( Fig. 37) expanded on both ends. Basal piece of aedeagus (Figs 36-37) rather short, ratio of its length to length of parameres equals to 1 : 3; parameres fused along their basal two-thirds; aedeagus curved ventrad (Fig. 37) . Distribution. Hypocaccus (Nessus) rubripes, as presently understood, covers a large area from Portugal in the west to the Russian Far East in the east. It is spread in the entire Mediterranean subregion, the Netherlands, Central, Eastern and Western Europe, Turkey, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, Iran, Middle Asia, Mongolia, India as well as entire tropical Africa (MAZUR 2011) .
Biology. This species is most often found in sandy soils, often on riverbanks and seashores where it can be encountered on dung, carcass or under decaying vegetation.
Remarks. As noted already by REICHARDT (1932) and LACKNER (2010) this species exhibits a large degree of variation regarding its colouration of the cuticle and other external morphological characters, and might represent a complex of cryptic species. In this study, we try to sum up and depict (Figs 25-29 ) the most common variations ('forms' -most of them originally described as species) of H. (N.) rubripes as elaborated already by REICHARDT (1932) . Hypocaccus (N.) arenarius Marseul, 1855 is a darker form (Fig. 27 ) without metallic hue, whose colour can be attributed to the specimens' age and has no taxonomic meaning.
Hypocaccus (N.) clermonti Auzat, 1920 is another form (Fig. 29) , which represents specimens worn-out by age; its frontal disc is almost glabrous (missing the numerous 432 elongate rugae of the typical form) and the fore tibiae are devoid of teeth and denticles (worn off by age). This form has likewise no taxonomic meaning.
Hypocaccus (N.) corsicus Marseul, 1855 occurring in Corsica, Sardinia and Sicily is a viable candidate for a subspecies (Fig. 28) and in fact has been treated as such (even as a bona fi de species by several authors (e.g. SAINT--CLAIRE-DEVILLE 1907)). In this form, the sutural elytral stria is missing, the elytral punctation is much fi ner and its aedeagus is somewhat shorter and less dilated. In Corsica, this form occurs together with the typical form.
Hypocaccus (N.) granarius Erichson, 1834 occurs chiefl y in southern Russia, in the Caucasian republics (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia) and is characterized by anteriorly effaced sutural elytral stria, occasionally not connected with the fourth dorsal elytral stria (Fig. 26) . REICHARDT (1932: 129, fi gs 16: A, B), when elaborating on different 'forms' and variation of this species put the most emphasis on the different pronotal shapes between (geographically) different populations. The two extremes of the pronotum are represented by acute (REICHARDT 1932: 129, fi g. 16:A) vs. obtuse (REICHARDT 1932: 129, fi g. 16:B) anterior pronotal angles. In case of acute anterior pronotal angles the marginal pronotal stria is well marked and easily discernible, whereas in case of obtuse anterior pronotal angles the marginal pronotal stria is rather diffi cult to distinguish. REICHARDT (1932) noted that the form with 'acute anterior pronotal angles' is much more frequent and almost all specimens from southern Russia, Crimea and Caucasian republics belong to it, as well as most specimens identifi ed as the 'granarius' form. On the other hand, most specimens from North Africa belong to the form with obtuse anterior pronotal angles. Although there is no clear-cut difference between these two forms, specimens of both extremes are very different. A thorough morphological as well as molecular study of the possible 'superspecies' H. (N.) rubripes could possibly resolve this conundrum. In fact, the small handwritten label (Fig. 30) found in Thérond's collection (housed in MNHN) summarizes the situation with different 'forms' of this species up nicely. It is believed that Jean Thérond wrote up this label (Y. Gomy pers. comm. 2017) .
Saprinus corsicus Marseul, 1855 . The examined specimen does not bear the labels typical for Marseul's types, but it bears the tiny round golden label, which could indicate that it actually is the original Marseul's type specimen. The description of MARSEUL (1855: 688) generally agrees with this specimen, because of the uncertainty of the exact status of the specimen we refrain from designating it as the lectotype. In the general collection of the Histeridae housed at MNHN (which contains Marseul's collection) the type specimen(s) of Saprinus corsicus is missing. It is possible that this specimen was part of Auzat's collection, which was later purchased by Thérond (N. Dégallier, pers. comm., 2017) .
After the publication of LACKNER (2010) this species (together with the rest of the taxa included in the subgenus Nessus Reichardt, 1932) was transferred from the genus Hypocacculus Bickhardt, 1914 into genus Hypocaccus C. Thomson, 1867 by MAZUR (2011 without explanation.
Hypocaccus (Nessus) curtus (Rosenhauer, 1847) comb. nov. (Figs 32, (40) (41) (42) (43) (44) (46) (47) (48) (49) (50) (51) (52) (53) (54) Saprinus curtus Rosenhauer, 1847: 26 (original description (Fig. 40 ) oblong, oval, rather convex, cuticle dark-brown to black with faint to pronounced greenish hue; legs and antennal funicle light reddish-brown; antennal scape somewhat darker. Head: mandibles densely punctate dorsally; clypeus densely and coarsely punctate, almost rugose-lacunose, anterior margin slightly elevated; frontal disc with similar, if somewhat weaker punctation; occasionally this punctation is confl uent and forms tiny rugae; frontal stria slightly outwardly arcuate, complete to reduced to interrupted medially, supraorbital stria well developed; eyes fl attened, but visible from above. Basal third of frontal disc with irregular rounded glabrous area; occipital stria weak, but visible. Antennal scape somewhat darker than reddish antennal funicle, antennae similar to other species of the subgenus, sensory structures of the antennal club studied by DE MARZO & VIENNA (1982) .
Pronotum convex, lateral sides slightly narrowing anteriorly; anterior pronotal angles obtuse, marginal pronotal stria complete, its lateral portion observable in some cases from lateral view only. Entire pronotal disc covered with punctures separated by one to several times their diameter, punctation weakens medially. Scutellum very small, triangular.
Elytra: elytral epipleuron impunctate, marginal epipleural stria complete, marginal elytral stria well developed, complete, continued as apical elytral stria for short distance. Humeral elytral stria well developed, present on basal elytral third; internal subhumeral stria present as a median fragment. Dorsal elytral striae 1-4 well developed, fi rst the longest, slightly bisinuate, reaching approximately two-thirds of elytral length apically, occasionally even slightly longer, striae 2-4 shorter, reaching approximately elytral mid-length apically, while second stria may be longer than striae 3-4; fourth stria usually the shortest, formed in most cases of beads of punctures, stopping short of elytral mid-length apically. Fourth dorsal elytral stria usually not connected (connected in specimens that belong to form 'cribellaticollis') with the basal end of (in)complete sutural elytral stria, which is in punctures and can be basally shortened. Elytral punctation covers approximately apical half of elytral disc, slightly surpassing elytral mid-length basally, slightly and scatteredly entering elytral intervals in some specimens; punctation rather dense, punctures separated by approximately their own diameter. Basal elytral fi fth, fourth elytral interval, elytral fl anks and extreme elytral apex impunctate, or with scattered microscopic punctation only.
Propygidium and pygidium: propygidium covered with punctation similar to that of elytra; pygidium with much fi ner and sparser punctation. Prosternum: prosternal process slightly to moderately concave (observed from lateral view); carinal prosternal striae carinate, divergent on prosternal apophysis, running convergent to sub-parallel to almost approximate apically; from mid-length of prosternal process slightly divergent anteriorly, apically united under tiny loop; interspaces between carinal prosternal striae with scattered punctures. Lateral prosternal stria strongly carinate, convergent apically, united in front of united carinal prosternal striae; lateral sides of prosternal process densely punctate; prosternal foveae moderately large, deep.
Mesoventrite: disc of mesoventrite approximately three times as wide as long, with scattered punctures (occasionally almost glabrous); marginal mesoventral stria complete, slightly inwardly arcuate medially; meso-metaventral stria undulate, bisinuate, in punctures, slightly distanced from meso-metaventral suture medially.
Metaventrite: disc of metaventrite apart from several rows of tiny punctures situated along basal margin entirely glabrous; lateral metaventral stria almost straight, slightly bisinuate, deeply impressed, in punctures, stopping short of metacoxa; lateral disc of metaventrite depressed, with large oval deep punctures separated by less than their diameter; metepisternum with similar punctation, punctures of smaller sizes than those of lateral disc of metaventrite. First visible abdominal ventrite striate laterally, with scattered fi ne punctation, occasionally almost impunctate.
Legs: protibia (Fig. 32 ) on outer margin with 8-11 short to moderately long denticles diminishing in size proximally, protibial groove deep; rest of leg characters similar to preceding species.
Male genitalia: sternite VIII (Figs 46-47) narrowing apically; sternite VIII and tergite VIII fused laterally (Fig.  48) . Tergite IX medio-laterally with tiny acute projection lus (Nannolepidius!) curtus originating from Hungary and from 'Musaeo Rosenhauer'. Mr. Risser was kind enough to send this specimen to one of us (T. L.). Having examined it as well as compared it to Rosenhauer's original description we concluded that this is the long-lost type specimen of Rosenhauer's species Saprinus curtus. This species was described based on an unspecifi ed number of specimens and therefore we designate a lectotype to fi x the species identity.
Saprinus curtus has become a mystery practically since its description, which was, however, rather detailed and served the purpose well. The reason for this was probably the fact that the type specimen(s) were unavailable for comparison and perhaps also because no more specimens matching this species were ever reported from 'Hungary'. Based on the description alone, BICKHARDT (1916) correctly synonymized the H. (N.) puncticollis (Küster, 1849) with H. (N.) curtus, which was also followed by REICHARDT (1932) . MÜLLER (1937) , however, doubted the two species are synonymous since the apical elytral stria in H. (N.) curtus reaches only mid-length of elytral apex, while, according to MÜLLER (1937) it is complete in H. (N.) puncticollis. Furthermore, MÜLLER (1937) advocated using Küster's H. (N.) puncticollis as the valid (albeit not the earliest) name for this species and suggested, perhaps because of the incomplete description or the absence of the type material, that H. (N.) curtus was a dubious taxon. In the latest treatise on the Histeridae of the USSR (KRY-ZHANOVSKIJ & REICHARDT 1976), which in fact included almost the entire Palaearctic fauna, Kryzhanovskij upheld MÜLLER'S (1937) opinion, and the name Hypocaccus (Nessus) puncticollis gained priority. This was followed by MAZUR (1984 MAZUR ( , 1997 MAZUR ( , 2011 in all three editions of his world catalogue of the Histeridae as well as by the latest edition of the Palaearctic Catalogue by LACKNER et al. (2015) . Having examined both type specimens as well as numerous non-type specimens we can conclude that the two species are synonymous, and the earlier described taxon (H. (N.) curtus) has the priority. Regarding external morphological variation of this species, see Remarks section of H. (N.) curtus.
Saprinus puncticollis was described from a specimen found in Cagliari by Küster himself, as well as from specimen(s) brought by Mr. Handschuh from Cartagena (Spain) (KÜSTER 1849). The depository of the Spanish specimens is unknown and hence we designate the male specimen from Cagliari (Sardinia) as the lectotype to fi x the identity of this taxon for purpose of synonymy.
Saprinus cribellaticollis was described based on unknown number of specimens. A single specimen was located in the original collection of Jacquelin du Val, deposited in MNHN, under the label 'Saprinus cribellaticollis'. Jacquelin du Val did not provide his specimens with any labels, but, according to the curator of Coleoptera in MNHN, A. Taghavian, he kept his types in his private collection. Therefore we presume that this specimen, which completely matches J. du Val's description, is a syntype. The species was described based on an unknown number of specimens and therefore we designate the lectotype to fi x the taxon identity for purpose of synonymy.
